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La Lumiere School’s Science Olympiad Team Places First in Regional Competition
The Lakers Head to State for the 20™ Consecutive Year

La Porte, IN — February 9, 2011 — The La Lumiere School Science Team took first place in the
Indiana Science Olympiad Regional Competition at Goshen College, Saturday, February 5.

La Lumiere School placed first in 21 of 23 events. In over half of the events where La Lumiere placed
first, they also captured second. Headmaster Michael Kennedy commented on the students’
accomplishment, “This exemplary performance, and that of our Regional Championship Academic
Decathlon Team, is only surpassed by the outstanding character and commitment of these students.
This confirms what many people already know: La Lumiere has the strongest academic program in the
area, and this is just one example of our level of excellence.”

The Laker team will compete in the state tournament at Purdue University Calumet on April 2, 2011.
La Lumiere School students compete to qualify for a spot on the School’s Science Olympiad team.
Through classroom activities, research and training, the team prepares for district, regional and state
tournaments. La Lumiere has competed successfully at local, regional, and state levels for the past 19
years. La Lumiere School’s medal results are as follows:

First Place Medals

Anatomy and Physiology — Adnan Ahmed, Chesterton and Neathie Patel, Chesterton

Astronomy — Neal Patel, Chesterton and Andrew Yarger, South Bend

Chemistry Lab — Adnan Ahmed, Chesterton and Christian Allen, Valparaiso

Disease Detective — Christian Allen, Valparaiso and Anulé¢ Ndukwu, Chesterton

Dynamic Planet — Neal Patel, Chesterton and Michael Spaeth, La Porte

Ecology — Laima Augustaitis, New Buffalo, MI and Mary Catherine Brown, Lakeside, MI
Experimental Design — Kelly Barr, La Porte, Andrew Bartels, South Bend, and Emet Murillo, La Porte
Forensics — Adnan Ahmed, Chesterton and Lucas Tang, Portage

Fossils — Christian Allen, Valparaiso and Anulé¢ Ndukwu, Chesterton

Helicopters — Chong-xin (Dereck) Luo, China and Lucas Tang, Portage



Microbe Mission — Neathie Patel, Chesterton and Lucas Tang, Portage

Mission Possible — Chong-xin (Dereck) Luo, China and Michael Spaeth, La Porte
Mousetrap Vehicle — Christian Allen, Valparaiso and Hans Guentert, South Bend
Optics — Lindsay Ciastko, Hommond and Mackenzie O’Brien, La Porte
Ornithology — Robert Bartels, South Bend and Alexa Hicks, La Porte

Remote Sensing — Neal Patel, Chesterton and Andrew Yarger, South Bend

Robot Ramble — Hans Guentert, South Bend and Ryan Worl, La Porte

Sounds of Music — Lindsay Ciastko, Hammond and Anulé¢ Ndukwu, Chesterton
Technical Problem Solving — Esmeralda Alvarez, Chicago, IL and Jin-uk (Tim) Heo, Korea
Towers — James Caplice, Michigan City and Lisamarie Nappier, Chicago, IL
Wind Power - Lindsay Ciastko, Hammond and Mackenzie O’Brien, La Porte
Second Place Medals

Astronomy — Emet Murillo, La Porte and Marina Walinski, Rolling Prairie
Chemistry Lab — Jin-uk (Tim) Heo, Korea and Esmeralda Alvarez, Chicago, IL

Experimental Design — Robert Bartels, South Bend, Mackenzie O’Brien, La Porte, and Andrew
Yarger, South Bend

Forensics —Esmeralda Alvarez, Chicago, IL and Kelly Barr, La Porte

Fossils — Andrew Bartels, South Bend and Emet Murillo, La Porte

Helicopters — Jin-uk (Tim) Heo, Korea

Ornithology — Mary Catherine Brown, Lakeside, MI and Marina Walinski, Rolling Prairie
Protein modeling - Alexa Hicks, La Porte, Neathie Patel, Chesterton and Lucas Tang, Portage
Remote Sensing — Kelly Barr, La Porte and Emet Murillo, La Porte

Sounds of Music — Jacqueline Lange, La Porte and Marina Walinski, Rolling Prairie

Technical Problem Solving — Lindsay Ciastko, Hammond and Chong-xin (Dereck) Luo, China
Towers - Neal Patel, Chesterton

Write it-Do it — Mary Catherine Brown, Lakeside, MI and Jacqueline Lange, La Porte



Third Place Medals

Dynamic Planet — Andrew Bartels, South Bend and Jacqueline Lange, La Porte
Ecology - Robert Bartels, South Bend and Alexa Hicks, La Porte

Write it-Do it — Alexa Hicks, La Porte and Neal Patel, Chesterton

About Science Olympiad

Science Olympiad is a national organization that strives to promote and improve student interest in
science and to improve the quality of K-12 science education throughout the nation. Its vision is to:

e C(Create a passion for learning through the organization of tournaments.

e Improve the quality of K-12 science education throughout the nation by changing the way
science is perceived and the way it is taught (with an emphasis on problem solving and hands-
on, minds-on constructivist learning practices).

e C(Celebrate and recognize the outstanding achievement of both students and teachers in the areas
of science and technology.

e Promote partnerships among community, businesses, industry, government and education.

About La Lumiere School

La Lumiere School is a co-educational, independent boarding and day secondary school providing a
college-preparatory education based in character, scholarship and faith. Our rigorous education,
personal relationships, and focus on values create a rich learning environment for students. They are
known by faculty, staff and other students from all grades. This familiarity enables our students to
make lasting connections, engage in academics, participate socially and define their path. Founded in
the Catholic tradition in 1963, the student body consists of over 200 students from a rich diversity of
backgrounds. It is situated on a beautiful rural estate, 25 miles west of South Bend, 60 miles east of
Chicago, and 8 miles from La Porte and New Buffalo, MI. La Lumiere School is accredited by the
Independent Schools Association of the Central States (ISACS) and the North Central Association
Commission on Accreditation and School Improvement (NCA).

More information about La Lumiere School can be found at www.lalumiere.org
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