
 
 

Community Read 
This summer, we’ll explore dystopian fiction 
and the role that literature, the arts, and other 
cultural expressions play in the preservation of 
that which makes us distinctly human . As you 
read the books below, type or write down 8-10 
quotes that you find beautiful, powerful, or 
significant to the question of why the arts 
remains as important to survival as food, 
shelter, and community. Be ready to share 
those quotes in reading group discussions 
during Orientation Week.  
 
Grades 9 & 10 will read: 
Fahrenheit 451  by  Ray Bradbury 

 
Books spark ideas; and people 
passionate about ideas 
sometimes disagree. How do we 
solve those disagreements? 
Burn the books! Guy Montag is a 
man charged with burning 
books, and does his job 
well--until he gets curious.  

 
Grades 11 & 12 will read: 
Station Eleven  by Emily St. John Mandel  

 
In a post-apocalyptic world where 
people band together for survival 
after a flu pandemic, a theater 
troupe travels from town to town 
performing Shakespeare. In this 
plot-twisting page-turner, Mandel 
explores the power of literature 
and culture as a light in the 
darkness, based on one central 
principle: Survival is insufficient. 

 
 
 

Summer Reading Challenge  
We’re trying a new approach to the second half 
of summer reading. Upper level courses may 
have specific summer reading (your teachers 
will let you know), but we also want you to read 
something that you have selected in a genre 
that you enjoy. Here’s how it works: 
 

1. Set a goal. 
How much do you want to read? Select a goal 
from the list below. Remember that the 
community read and any book assigned for a 
course count towards this goal!  
 

Reading levels (number of pages read): 
150 pages The Lakeshore Ambler 
350 pages Indiana Dunes Trekker 
550 pages Tower Hill Explorer 
1,000 pages Rocky Mountain Runner 
2,000 pages Grand Canyon Spelunker 
3,000 pages Mount Everest Conqueror 
 

2. Sign up for GoodReads.  
Go to goodreads.com to sign up for a free 
account and join our “La Lumiere Summer 
Reading” group. 
 

3. Chart your progress. 
Using GoodReads, keep a log of what you read. 
Add the number of pages up at the end of the 
summer. Everyone who meets their summer 
reading goal will be recognized in the kind of 
creative way that only the La Lumiere English 
Department can devise.  
 

4. Recommend books to others.  
Your English classes, in tandem with the La 
Lumiere Library, will offer you a forum for 
recommending the excellent books you have 
read this year to your peers when we come 
back from summer vacation.  
 

Questions about summer reading? 
Please email mbuchanan@lalumiere.org 

mailto:mbuchanan@lalumiere.org

